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The World 
Has 
Changed. 



The World 
Has 
Changed. 



Connecticut Governor Executive 
Order 7MM

(May 2020)

The 
Laws 
Have 

Changed.



“Covered Laws” to the contrary 
are suspended and temporarily 
rewritten for “Outdoor Activities.”

The Big 
Picture: 



The ”Covered 
Laws” 

�State statues

�Special Acts

�Local charters & ordinances

�Local resolutions & 
regulations
� Includes zoning and historic 

reviews 
�Excludes wetlands regulation 



The ”Outdoor 
Activities” 

�Food service

�Beverage service 
�With food

�Retail displays 

�“COVID-19 Signage” 
�Less than 15 SF



The ”Outdoor 
Activities” 

�Hours of Operation:   
� Friday-Saturday – 11 p.m. 
�Other days – 9 p.m. 

�We’ll come back to this 



The ”Outdoor 
Activities” 

�NOT live entertainment

�NOT bars without food



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2A

…



What 
Changed: 

�Regional COG Notice 

�Outdoor Activities Permitted  

�Initial Applications  

�Reviews  

�Appeals

�Sidewalks & Streets 

�Other Matters



Regional COG 
Notice: 



Regional COG 
Notice: 

�No notice required for zoning 
amendments “necessary” to 
respond to COVID-19
�Who decides ”necessity”? 

�Chief elected official 
�Chair of P&Z or Zoning 

Commission OR 
�Zoning administrator 

�35 à 10 day waiting period 



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 1



Outdoor 
Activities 

Permitted: 

�Towns must allow Outdoor 
Activities
�Even if they are prohibited by 

local codes now
�Even if local codes are silent



If We Didn’t 
Act… 

Credit: Caitlin Palmer



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2B



Initial
Applications:

�Requirements:
�Drawing 
�Narrative

�Exclusions



Initial
Applications:

�Drawing Requirement:
� “Roughly to scale or dimensioned” 
�Must include area and identify 

what’s going to be placed/built 



Initial
Applications:

�Narrative Requirement: 
�Must explain impacts of: 

� Noise 
� Waste management
� Odor
� Light pollution
� Environmental

�Must explain mitigation 



Initial
Applications:

�Exclusions:  
�Pretty much anything requiring a 

stamp from an architect, 
engineer, or surveyor

�Plans for parking, traffic, signage, 
soil erosion/sediment control, 
photometric lightiing, or 
stormwater management



Initial
Applications:

�If excluded from the initial 
application, can the town still 
ask for it?  
�Only if ”necessary to protect 

public health, safety and the 
environment” 



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2D



Reviews:

�“Reasonable” standard 

�Conducted by municipal staff 
(not commissions):  
�Zoning administrator
�Building code official
�Other enforcement official with 

jurisdiction 



Reviews:
�Hours of Operation  

�Can be extended as part of staff 
review 



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2A



Reviews:

�Restrictions on location 
lifted:  
�Setbacks
�Yards
�Parking lots (no parking 

minimums)
�Other “nearby” zoning lots (with 

permission of owner)



Reviews:

�Other “nearby” zoning lots:  
�Must have a commercial use OR 
�Be located in a commercial zoning 

district  

�See also:  Sidewalks and 
Streets 



Reviews:
�HOWEVER, if reasonable-

ness requires a restriction, 
you can restrict location



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2C



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2G



Reviews:

�Staff can: 
�Approve 
�Approve with conditions 

(including hours) OR
�Reject 



Reviews:

�Automatic approval within 10 
days of later of actual receipt 
of: 
�The complete initial application
�The receipt of additional materials 

required



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2E



Appeals:

�Applicant can appeal a denial 
within 7 days of notice 

�Appeal goes to planning & 
zoning commission or zoning 
commission 

�No public hearing required 



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2F



Sidewalks 
and Streets:

�Public sidewalks or 
“nonvehicular” public rights of 
way with 6’ clearance 

�Local streets, if the local traffic 
authority approves 

�State road, if DOT approves  



– Executive Order 7MM, Section 2H



– Executive Order 7I, Sections 19(a)-(b)



Other 
Matters:

�No nonconforming rights 

�No fees for applications 



– Executive Order 7MM, Sections J & K



Lessons:

�Make a special application 
(see Hartford)  
�Tell applicants the permit only 

lasts during the State of 
Emergency 

�Prioritize applications that 
need more attention 



Lessons:

�Change zoning regs NOW to 
extend for the season 

�Tell intake staff no fees 
should be collected



Looser regulations?
Different role for regional COGs?
Fewer application 
requirements?  

Will the 
Laws Ever 

Be the 
Same?



Will we 
become 

Paris…



… or the 
Patio Life 

State? 



Special 
Guest for 

Q&A: 

Aimee Chambers 
Planning Director, City of Hartford 



Hartford’s 
Example:

�Special application for 
Outdoor Activities only 

�Online submission 

�Automated email to 
applicants

https://bit.ly/2yUQB8j



https://bit.ly/2yUQB8j



https://bit.ly/2yUQB8j



Hartford’s 
Example:

�”Things to Note” 
�Duration of permit  
�No fees 
�“If you want to make this 

permanent” 
�Live entertainment & 

outdoor cooking are a 
separate permit 

https://bit.ly/2yUQB8j



https://bit.ly/2yUQB8j



https://bit.ly/2yUQB8j



Hartford’s 
Example:

�Wufoo Application 

�Planning, DPW, Licenses & 
Inspections, & Health can 
login & comment 

https://bit.ly/2yUQB8j



QUESTIONS?
Stay in Touch!

Sara C. Bronin

@sarabronin

www.sarabronin.com


