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The World 
Has 
Changed. 



The World 
Has 
Changed. 



Connecticut Governor Executive 
Orders 7B & 7I 

(March 2020)

The 
Laws 
Have 

Changed.



“Covered Laws” to the contrary 
are suspended and temporarily 
rewritten.

The Big 
Picture: 



The ”Covered 
Laws” 

�State statues
�Special Acts
�Local charters & ordinances
�Local resolutions & 
regulations



What 
Changed: 

�In-Person Meetings
�Timelines 
�Notices 
�Petitions 
�Appeals
�Other Municipal Duties/Rights



In-Person 
Meetings: 

�Public meetings OK by 
phone/video IF: 
�Public can listen in
�Meeting is recorded/transcribed
�Recording/transcription is posted 

online within 7 days 
�Recording/transcription is 

available within a “reasonable” 
time in agency office



In-Person 
Meetings: 

�Public meetings OK by 
phone/video IF: 
�Meeting materials (e.g., agendas, 

applications) are uploaded 24 
hours prior 

�Exhibits from the public “to the 
extent feasible” are uploaded 24 
hours prior 

�Speakers state their names/titles  



– Executive Order 7B, Section 1



If We Didn’t Act: 



Timelines:

�Extension by 90 days for: 
�Starting a public hearing 
�Making a decision
�Submitting something to a State 

agency (by a municipality) 
�Demolition delays 



Timelines:

�Extensions can be added to 
existing extensions 
�e.g., site plan reviews can add 

90 days to the existing 65-day 
extension 



Timelines:

�Extensions can be allocated 
among multiple deadlines –
at the option of the applicant 
or commission 
�e.g., applicant can add 30 

days to a public hearing start 
date, and commission can 
add 30 days to its required 
decision-making time 



– Executive Order 7I, Sections 19(a)-(b)



If We Didn’t Act: 

Automatic 
approvals!

Automatic 
denials!



Notices:

�Website notice is OK in lieu 
of all notice requirements by: 
�Newspaper
�Clerk office filing 
�Physical sign 



Notices:

�Email is OK in lieu of all 
direct/personal notice to: 
�People 
�Agencies
�Municipal clerks 
�Municipality 
�Utility/water company

�… if an email is “known or 
reasonably available”



Notices:

�If an email is not “known or 
reasonably available”: 
�Post a physical, weatherproof, 

2’x3’ sign (with certain info) OR 
�Rely on regular mail to a list 

provided by a municipality  



– Executive Order 7I, Sections 19(c)-(e)



– Executive Order 7I, Section 19(f)



Petitions: 
�Email signing is OK 
�Email delivery is OK 
�Timelines are the same 



– Executive Order 7I, Section 19(g)



If We Didn’t Act: 

We don’t 
want: 



Appeals: 

�Email notice to a municipal 
clerk is OK 
�Clerks should be checking 

emails & notifying attorneys
�Municipalities should post 

email address for electronic 
service on their websites   



Appeals: 

�Email notice to a ZEO, 
ZBA, or IWA is OK 
�Timelines are the same

�Note:  If multiple notices are 
provided, the earliest one that 
would satisfy the statutory 
appeals period should prevail



– Executive Order 7I, Section 19(h)-(i)



Other 
Municipal 

Duties/Rights:

�Put everything in the 
“permanent office records” 
�File/record everything with 
the clerk once clerk re-opens 
�Feel free to waive rules 
requiring paper copies or 
duplicates   



– Executive Order 7I, Section 19(j)



Lessons:

�Include your clerk’s email on 
your website
�Create a new website clearly 
labeled for:  
�Recordings 
�Meeting materials 
�Agendas/notices 



planhartford.com



Lessons:

�Sign up for dropbox and 
video software 
�Enable closed captioning 

�Try to get access to property 
records online 
�Inform the public as soon as 
you’re ”open for business” 



The People’s 
Business 
Continues.



The People’s 
Business 
Continues.

Courtesy:  TO Design LLC



No more snow cancellations?
Goodbye to newspaper notice? 
Wanton time extensions? 
Email service for appeals? 

Will the 
Laws Ever 

Be the 
Same?



Jackie Kauffman 
Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey LLP
CT Bar Association Planning & Zoning Section Chair 

Special 
Guest for 

Q&A: 



QUESTIONS?
Stay in Touch!
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@sarabronin
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