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What is the  
Natural Resources 

Conservation Academy?  
•  Environmental education program for high school 

students 

•  Introduces environmental/conservation science and 
methods during field experience 

•  Students apply skills via individual community 
conservation project 

•  Students recognized as Connecticut Conservation 
Ambassadors 



NRCA’s Beginnings  



Field Experience 

One week in July 
at UConn campus 
and forest as the 

classroom 
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Field Experience 
Soils 
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Field Experience 
Field Experience Projects 

 Rain Gardens 

 

Mapping 

 

Invasive Removal 

 



Community Project 

•  Apply skills by conducting a local community 
conservation project 

•  Under guidance of community partner 

•  Schedule: 
May: Identify student’s interests 
June: Determine community partner and project 
July-February: Carry out project 
March: Connecticut Conference on Natural Resources 



Community Project 

63 students 

 

53 community projects 

 34 community partners 

 

38 CT towns 

http://nrca.uconn.edu/project.htm 

29 high schools 



Community Project 

Rain Garden 
Workshop & 
Installation 

 



Community Project 

Monitoring Wildlife to 
Assess Management 

Success 

 



Community Project 
Educating the Public 

on Invasive Plants 

 



Community Partners 



Multi-Year Community 
Partners 

Interpretive Trail 
Development 

 

Field Guide of Kent Species 

 

Using Media to 
Teach Bird IDs 

 



Multi-Year Community 
Partners 



Multi-Year Community 
Partners 

Evaluating Diversity to 
Guide Restoration Efforts 

 

Assessment of Threats 
and Health of Headwaters 

 

Culvert Restoration to 
Improve Fish Passage 

 



Community Partners & 
Scholarships 

•  $1000 scholarship to 
participate in the NRCA 

•  Awarded to students 
local to the Salisbury 
area 

•  Students contribute to 
the Salisbury 
Association Newsletter 

Eve & Mari 
Cullerton 

2014 Awardees 



Community Partners & 
Scholarships 

Megan Ryan 
2014 David Hyde Awardee 

•  $1000 scholarship to participate in the NRCA 

•  Opportunity to work on a variety of projects with the Essex 
Land Trust 

Megan’s NRCA Project 
 is on Osprey 



Community Partners & 
Scholarships 



Connecticut Conference 
on Natural Resources 

 

Present project at  
Connecticut Conference on Natural Resources  

in March 



Connecticut Conference 
on Natural Resources 

Present project at  
Connecticut Conference on Natural Resources  

in March 

 



Connecticut Conservation 
Ambassadors 

NRCA Class of 2012-2013 

 



Want to Become Involved?  

•  Contact Laura Cisneros (NRCA coordinator): 

Ø Email: laura.cisneros@uconn.edu 

Ø Phone: (860) 486-4917 

•  Visit the NRCA website: nrca.uconn.edu 

•  Visit NRCA Facebook: facebook.com/NRCAcademy 


