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If the blind lead the blind,  
  both shall fall into the ditch 

Parable of the Blind by Bruegel 



New York Estuaries 

South Shore Estuaries 

Long Island Sound 

Peconic Bays 





Source: Newsday 



Shore Armoring 



Potential Impacts 
Of Shore Armoring 
• Loss of Intertidal Habitat/
Wetlands 

• Segmentation Of Habitat 

• Change of Substrate 

• Increased Nearshore Water 
Depth 

• Reduced Littoral Access 





Dalton Point Marsh/Breakwater Project 





“feasible soft-engineering techniques 
[living shorelines] should be evaluated 
in comparison with other structural and 
adaptation options to identify the 
combination of measures that will 
provide adequate safety for human uses 
and optimal environmental quality.” 

“Develop a comprehensive package of 
soft infrastructure investments to 
protect New York Harbor communities, 
including building living shorelines, 
new wetlands, oyster reefs, and small 
island archipelagos in shallow offshore 
areas and flood zones, where 
appropriate”. 



Low Sill Bulkhead/Marsh 

Typical “Living Shoreline” 



State Tidal Wetlands Permit Program: 
Tidal Wetlands Land Use Guidelines 







Pre-Sandy Post Sandy 





New York Sea Grant  
Living Shorelines Workshop 

 May 15, 2013 
Hauppauge, New York 

Http://Nyseagrant.org/livingshorelines 



Factors Limiting Use of 
Living Shoreline on Long Island 

•  Permitting Issues Related To Encroaching on 
Designated Wetland Areas 

•  Only Recommended for Low to Moderate Energy 
Environments 

•  Primarily Used for Erosion, not Flood  Protection 
•  Lack of Site Specific Shoreline/Coastal Processes 

Data for Siting and Design 
•  Limited to No Experience Designing/Building in 

NY 
•  No Standard Engineering Design Guidance  
 
 



ASCE Database Information 
•  Location (Google Maps) 
•  Pre-Project Site Conditions 
•  Physical and Environmental Considerations 
•  Design Considerations 
•  Structural Elements 
•  Non-Structural Vegetation and Fill Elements 
•  Project  Performance 
•  Reference, Photographs and Permitting Materials  


