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Goals for today

• Establish the context for continuing discussions and actions

• Identify potential legislative/regulatory needs/proposals

• Identify continuing legal uncertainties ripe for

• Academic research

• AG opinions

• Requests for clarification of federal rules

• Partnerships with CT real estate bar, insurance bar
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www.h2realty.com

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrB8pUKWu5TzxcA3DyjzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBtdXBkbHJyBHNlYwNmcC1hdHRyaWIEc2xrA3J1cmw-/RV=2/RE=1408158346/RO=11/RU=http://www.h2realty.com/what-to-do-about-a-flooded-basement//RK=0/RS=764MEiIEPuDQBQdqOEY5y4eg9qo-
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Who is going to pay?
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Rep. James Albis
• Co-Chair, House Environment Committee

• Chair of the Shoreline Preservation Task Force

• Finance, Revenue, & Bonding Committee

• Executive & Legislative Nominations Committee

• Connecticut League of Conservation Voters  legislative 

champion 



Legal Issues in the Age of 

Climate Adaptation
James Albis

Nov. 6, 2015

Old Saybrook, CT



Agenda

1. Science/Impacts

2. State Responses

3. Political Challenges



1. Science/Impacts



Global mean sea level rise relative to the 1900-1905 average.

Source: IPCC AR5 Summary for Policymakers.



Source: www.tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov



Flood Damages by Year
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Source: NOAA National Weather Service



Costliest Disasters, U.S. History

Source: Insurance Information Institute



Avg Annual Federal Disaster Declarations

1953-1971 1972-1995 1996-2009

16.5

31.7

56.8

Source: FEMA



Old Saybrook



2050, Medium SLR Scenario

Source: www.coastalresilience.org



2050, Medium SLR, Category 2

Source: www.coastalresilience.org



2. State Responses



Legislative Response

• Shoreline Preservation Task Force

• Public Act 12-101

• Sea Level Rise incorporated into CT Coastal Management Act

• Sea Level Rise incorporated into State Plan of Conservation and 

Development

• Public Act 13-15

• Clean Water Fund projects must plan for sea level rise

• Special Act 13-9

• Establish a CT Center for Coasts



Executive Response

• Shore Up CT

• Low-interest loan fund for floodproofing measures such as raising 

homes

• CT Institute for Resilience and Climate Adaptation 

(CIRCA)

• Product of Special Act 13-9

• Assisting municipalities adapt to climate change

• Governor’s Council on Climate Change (GC3)



3. Political Challenges



Municipal Land Use



Legislative Barriers



Communication

Source: Yale Project on Climate Change Communication



Attitudes

*** p<0.001 Source: Yale Project on Climate Change Communication



Attitudes

*** p<0.001 Source: Yale Project on Climate Change Communication



Thank You
james.albis@cga.ct.gov


