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Data	
  Collec,on	
  

•  Data	
  gathered	
  from	
  154	
  of	
  169	
  CT	
  towns	
  on	
  
sustainability	
  programs,	
  using	
  planning	
  documents	
  &	
  
follow-­‐up	
  interviews	
  with	
  town	
  officials.	
  	
  	
  

•  Also	
  conduc'ng	
  more	
  extensive	
  interviews	
  with	
  
policy-­‐makers	
  across	
  the	
  state	
  to	
  understand	
  
nuances	
  of	
  climate	
  adapta'on	
  policy.	
  

•  Began	
  data	
  collec'on	
  about	
  two	
  years	
  ago.	
  

•  UConn	
  IRB	
  Protocol	
  #H10-­‐108.	
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Policy	
  Visualiza,on	
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State-­‐mandated	
  Natural	
  Hazard	
  Mi,ga,on	
  Plan	
  
(FEMA-­‐approved)	
  

State Recommended Vulnerability 
Assessment 

State Recommended Climate Action Plan 
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Anecdotal	
  Comments	
  From	
  Town	
  Calls	
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Explaining	
  CT	
  Climate	
  Adapta,on	
  Policy	
  
•  Threats	
  and	
  vulnerability	
  (Need	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Response)	
  -­‐	
  coastal	
  communi'es	
  are,	
  not	
  

surprisingly,	
  more	
  engaged	
  with	
  climate	
  adapta'on.	
  	
  Severe	
  storms	
  of	
  recent	
  years	
  
have	
  sensi'zed	
  officials	
  and	
  ci'zens	
  to	
  the	
  threat	
  posed	
  by	
  climate	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  
near,	
  medium	
  and	
  longer-­‐terms.	
  

�  Impact	
  of	
  Federalism	
  –	
  the	
  rela'onship	
  of	
  towns	
  to	
  the	
  state	
  and	
  the	
  state	
  to	
  the	
  
federal	
  government	
  play	
  a	
  significant	
  role	
  in	
  driving	
  policy	
  ac'on.	
  	
  The	
  FEMA	
  
direc'ves	
  on	
  NHMP	
  planning	
  and	
  its	
  trickle	
  down	
  effect	
  to	
  the	
  towns	
  throughout	
  
the	
  state	
  are	
  demonstrated	
  by	
  the	
  high	
  level	
  of	
  compliance	
  statewide	
  regarding	
  
NHMPs.	
  	
  Funding	
  also	
  tends	
  to	
  flow	
  downward	
  especially	
  for	
  bigger	
  projects	
  and	
  
recovery	
  

�  Policy	
  entrepreneurs	
  	
  -­‐	
  we	
  cannot	
  underes'mate	
  the	
  impact	
  that	
  individual	
  policy	
  
officials	
  have	
  in	
  moving	
  the	
  Connec'cut	
  climate	
  policy	
  process	
  forward.	
  	
  

�  Local	
  poliEcal	
  culture	
  –	
  the	
  degree	
  of	
  climate	
  skep'cism	
  indicates	
  that	
  climate-­‐
doubters	
  s'll	
  play	
  a	
  role	
  even	
  in	
  the	
  more	
  liberal	
  Northeast.	
  

�  Climate	
  policy	
  vacuum	
  –	
  the	
  rela've	
  lack	
  of	
  coherent,	
  proac've	
  federal	
  climate	
  
policy	
  devolves	
  ac'on	
  to	
  the	
  states	
  and	
  municipali'es.	
  	
  Thus,	
  they	
  do	
  what	
  they	
  
must	
  to	
  protect	
  their	
  ci'zens,	
  their	
  property	
  and	
  the	
  ecosystems	
  under	
  their	
  
charge,	
  even	
  if	
  in	
  a	
  highly	
  constrained	
  fiscal	
  environment.	
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