
ZONE 3 Plants (least salt spray tolerance)
Botanical Name Common Name Foliage 

Retention
Exposure Dry, 

Sandy Soil 
Tolerance

Moist, Well-
drained Soil

Wet, poorly 
drained Soil 
Tolerance

Availability from 
Nurseries

Wildlife 
Value

Small Trees (10’ to 30’)
Crataegus crus-galli Cockspur hawthorn deciduous part shade to sun yes yes no widely available Yes 

Ilex opaca American holly evergreen sun yes yes yes widely available Yes , toxic 

Medium to Large Trees (over 30’)
Celtis occidentalis Common hackberry deciduous part shade to sun yes yes no (but can 

survive flooding)
somewhat available Yes 

Nyssa sylvatica Black gum deciduous part shade to sun no yes yes widely available Yes

Quercus alba White oak deciduous sun no yes no somewhat available Yes - acorns

Quercus prinus Chestnut oak deciduous sun yes yes no somewhat available Yes

Quercus velutina Black oak deciduous sun yes yes no somewhat available Yes-acorns

Shrubs
Alnus serrulata Smooth alder deciduous shade to sun no yes yes limited availability Low

Cephalanthus 
occidentalis

Common buttonbush deciduous part shade to sun no yes yes widely available Yes 

Ilex verticillata Common winterberry deciduous part shade to sun no yes yes widely available Yes 

Juniperus horizontalis Creeping juniper evergreen part shade to sun yes yes no limited availability Yes

Lindera benzoin Northern spicebush deciduous shade to sun no yes yes limited availability Moderate

Myrica gale Sweet gale deciduous shade to sun no yes yes limited availability Yes

Physocarpus 
opulifolius

Eastern ninebark deciduous shade to sun no yes no widely available Yes

Dasiphora fruticosa 
(Potentilla fruticosa)

Shrubby cinquefoil deciduous sun no yes no widely available Low

Herbaceous Perennials
Baptisia australis Blue false indigo part shade to sun yes yes no widely available Pollen 

source; toxic

Baptisia tinctoria Yellow false indigo part shade to sun yes yes no limited availability Pollen 
source; toxic

Eutrochium 
purpureum

Joe pye weed Part shade to sun no yes yes widely available Yes

Teucrium canadense Canada germander Part shade no yes yes limited availability Yes 


